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From: General Sir -lan Cunningham. 


en uary, 1948. 
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Deer Martin, 


I should perhaps place it on record thet during the. 
pe -t week I received Retri Silver for an interviey at his 
renuest and 41lso went over to Shuneh for lunch with King 
biullah, also =t his urgent reauest, thouch of course 
unofficially. 

I do not knov whether Dr. Silver is knoym in the 
Colonial Officee I had not met him sefore. He is very 
merican and of impressive annesrsance for a Jev, tall and 
robust. He is vithout doubt = forceful character, but I 
doubted whether his Jewishness really took vride of place 
over his Americanism. Time will sho. as he is tipped for 
Vice President to “eismann's voresicency in the Jewish State. 


He surprised me by telling me that he is leaving 
Palestine for America shortly snd “ill not return for the 
Congress meeting here billed for larch lst. 


He snvent some time trying to nersuade me he vas not 
enti-Britishe 


The main voints he -ished to nut over to me ‘vere the 
need for the Commission to come to Palestine as soon as 
possible, and the removal of what he cslled the "blanket" of 
British obstmiction to the formation of the Jewish Stote. 


He reccted well to the suggestion that wnatever else 
happened it ves essentisl thet the safety of Jerusslem should 
be ensured. ‘ 


He is convinced that some form of nternationa, force 
is recuired in Pslestine snd fsvours it ceing found from small 
powers so as to exclude Russia. 


He vas very full of the Jewish accusations that our 
security forces sre not sincere in their statements of 
imvertislity and sre not -rotectin; the Jewse I as able to 
cive him some home truths on this voint, of which he had plsinly 
been kept in ignorsznce. 


He left remarking to my Privete Secretery tht h as now 
clear thst it vas/time for cool heads 2nd not hot ones, so 


perhaps ve can hove that he 41° li«s this remedy to his own head 
Pirate = 
Ze The visit baullan “'=s more to meet his desire to 


maintain a versonsl f tt rae put I hed s long converation 
ith him on the present position. ; 


He gnid tre rejection of the Iraci tro: ty had undoubtedly 
been engineered <y “gypt, who really yas only nterestec in her 
om effeirs, but vould use the other rab tates to her ow 
adventace and then vash her hands of ae nen she hed obtained 
satisfaction. 

Fe 


Jehie Martin, ESMe, ers CVC. 
Colonial Cffice, 

Chure®h Fouse, 

Great Smith Stre:t, 


ONDON, Geode 


we vos clearly most cistre 

snd asked ne once or tice if e ver 
-atever hannened. On tre Pslestine 1 
said that every Ar2> criminal in the i-“ast ‘as pouring in 

there and thzt he had told an ex-member of the ra Higher 
Committee vhom he thougnt had cveen sent to svy out the lsnd in 
Trans-Jordan, that t*ey ;‘ere cre tins chaos by letting these pneonle 
in, and the latter were ready to shoot anyone, including .rabs, 

for loote He had been ouestioned closely by the sume :nan as to 

the intentions of tne present treaty revision and he had revlied 

-s far as he was concerned, it vas to strengthen his coinection 
vith ngland. 


gd -«t our lesving Palestine 
ot soine to stay on 

estion he <S gloomy. Ke 
a 


Ne told me thet if ne could have got there in time he would 
nersonally have stopved the first incursion of Fauzi Kawakji's men 
through Trens-Jordan into Pslestine, sand said he would see there 
vould »e no more such incidents. (NB. It apnpesrs however that he 
has been unatle to stop a second incursion). 


He described the sress in Palestine where he himself had a 
folloving as being Neblus and Hebron and made some non-conmittal 
remarks sbout ‘nat action he vould tcke when we went. 


He complained of the exodus of Palestinian Arabs into 
Trpans-Jorden through fear of the »wresent security situation. He 
said they ere all arriving thoroushly snti-British and hence 
micht give him trouble. 


“hen I made some remerk 2s to the essential need to seafe- 
guard Jerusalem, he imiedistely esked vhether he should t ke it 
over “nen we left. I replied hastily that I “as sure satisf=ctory 
arrange .ents vould be made. 


I took the opvortunity to bring un the suestion of tne 
complete intrans'seance of 211 the rabs at pres nt and the folly 
of their rejection of any policy of necotisation or conference. They 
nad a strong case zfainst the det:ils of t’e present partition plan. 
He said he fully agreed but deplored his nosition of stsending alone 
in the Arab league as = supporter of sich = volicy. 

though he vas suite cheerful and the ususl charming host 
I gained the impression that he is most unhenpy at the turn events 
are teking. 


Yourssincerely, 


(Sgd-) A. SUN I’ GHA. 
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“-h Commissioner for Palestin 
T2ruseleme 


2hth Yebruery, 1948. 


lear Nartin, 


+hank you for your letter of the 12th. eizgmann continues 
to vrite to me too informing me of his vlans ani seems detarmined 


to do his best to keen in vit! 
oO 


U 

Ss He will find it difficult here, 
where hatred of the Jers f s is being fanned to viagtriolic 
proporticns by every ie=ns can find. Deceit and lies seem 
P-lestine's portion end I a: sfraid neither Jevs nor «rabs rave any 
longer «ny sense of mor:l obligstions. The blo-ing up in Ben Yehuda 
Street vas st once snnounesed by the Jevs to have > en beyons doubt 
done by the British, vithout ea shred of evidence in support, other 
than the fect thet =1itish vehicles and uniforms ere employed, a 
evice they thems:lves have been usins egsinst doth us and the rabs 
continuslly. Indeed in snother nlace 20 J2e7s dressed in s5ritish 
uniform tried to rob = Barclay's Bsnk on the seme day 
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They themselves introcuced these methods in the King David, 
the Goldsmith Club and leter the Semiramis Hotel. tut annar=ntly if 
ione by a Jew it is alright, out by an red or Gentile, it must 
shock the orld. 


You =sk sbout tne position in fan-ria, the vyhole rab 
situation is mot unvreiicts_le. The rab Leecue seems to ve thinkin; 
on the lines of spheres of influence’ Syria in the North, the Nufti 
in Jerusnlem sna the centre -nd isyot in the fouthe These ire the 
silitery con>-nds vhich I asswie st be st eny ra e loosely based 
on future aGministr:tion. The Defence Party in Neblus apvexar to 
have welcomed if not connived at Fsuzi Juskji's men coming in from 
Syriae This is str .nge for they are =s you know beckers of Abdullah 
né, as I think I told you, he still thinks th: t Nablus and Hebron 
are his for the walking in. 

I am rsther inclined to think that natters vill crystalise 
somewhat on the lines of certsin arenas »eing under the control of 
the tiufti and the various st*:tes, and that the latter appreciate 
thst if they fight amongst themselves they have no chance of 
defeating the Jews. 


The most likely arrangement sem2s to be astern Galilee 
to Syric, 3omeria snd Kebron to Abdull«h, anc the 3outh to Egypt, 
and it might well end in annexation on this »attern, the centre 
remaining uncertain. 


You vill remember our visit to iire tevin (when he cancelle 
the meeting’ end thet Ivor Thomas ssid that Mr. “evin had only 
ssked one westion ise. “hether I thought the -r-cs vould sin in the 
end. I said they ‘vould. 


T bese” this opinion then on the suvposition that some of 
the .rco “testes, notsoly Ire: end Trens-Jorden, vould themselves tak 
en active vart in any fighting -vhich might ensue, end thst the rabs 
vould sho’ sone milit*>ry sense in their overstions. ‘either of : 
these sunvositicns have turne? out correct 1p to the moment. There 
se-ns to ne little sion of sny red “t-te other than Trsns-Jordan 
tendine -t «ny time to exert their 2ull militery strength, such 2S 


it is, an snart rom tre blovings-us, the rad oper:.tions have been 


1: mentable 


Ee. e Ptin, Sey Cs, CVO, 
mr a Ae 
‘colonial Of>2¢ee; 
Snureh Fouse, 
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lement=ble from ¢ militesy vnoint of vis: hen we la-ve, more of 
he liberetion crmy “<i11 undoubtesly co into <ection and there vill 
2 more bloodshec. “at I am muenhn less _certsin nov of the rinal 
oitcome, pursly due to toe ennarent miiitery inantitude of the rsbds. 
They shonld be “ble to nsralyse the Jevs ho denend entirely on open 
corrmniestions. ut haves they tne milit: ry sense to see this? +t 
ee moment they cn only think of "killin- the Yehudis" «nd the 
ews are winning at thet gsme, as more r#bs are beins killed than 
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n the *hole I am inelined to think nov th=t the Arabs will 
be unsble to prevent vnertition of sone sort, even thourh it looks “as 
if no internations1 Porce will”be forthcomings In t’ ese circumstances 


nen we co prefSimespiy Arabs and Jows vill ficnt it outs f Sti) 
believe tre econ?lict “ill be confined to Falestine. S 
previously saiii I am no vrophet, but the Arens sould 
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to make toth the Tivleh anc the 
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beable to hold the coastal plein, so it sicht well all e@xd in @ 
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partition more on the lines of “net ‘e vould eonsider 


Poor Jerusalem’ n 
her from te conflict? If there -ae any way of setting wo t 
gerusalem State outside the UNO Comnission it. might have a chance, 
but I recorcnise it “ould not be an economic nroposition. ie 
alternative is to find en International Force for Jérusa'‘em only, 
with the object of ‘-eening the city as much out of the conflict as 
possible. But the Mufti is said to selieve in creatire chaos ant 
been instrumental un to the moment in clocking our efforts to huve 


a truce in the Old City. It. is a pity that the rab States complied 


in letting him control this ereae 


I have ~een betting on our seins asked to stay, <5 a result 


or the security countil vailing to find an int ernational torce and 
referring the question cack to % e Assenbiye From t purecy 
practical encle it vould now ve immnossitrle for us to remain unless 
Jews and Arabs agreed to a trice and resvect our aut ority. To se 
sich an arresnent ‘roulé seem a protlem ss insolwole as most- others 
20 with this urhanny country. It micnt “e vossicls, tnough the 
terrorists, now on botn sides, would vresent a constant ciificulty. 
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Yours, 


(se6) Alan Cunninghame 
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